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SUBJECT :BRIEFING OF TURKISH AMBASSADOR ON CHRISTOPHER 
MISSION 

1 . ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY BARBOUR BRIEFED TURKISH 
AMBASSADOR ESENBEL MARCH 30 ON SUBSTANCE OF PRESIDENTIAL 
PROPOSALS REGARDING TURKEY. 

2. BARBOUR EXPLAINED THAT FOLLOWING RECENT VANCE VISIT TO 
TURKEY, USG HAS BEEN DEVELOPING IDEAS AS TO HOW US-TURKISH 
RELATIONSHIP COULD BEST BE RESTORED. FOLLOWING PRESIDENT 
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CARTER'S DECISION APPROVING POLICY PROPOSALS RE TURKEY, 

DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER WENT TO ANKARA ON SHORT NOTICE 
TO PRESENT THEM TO PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT. BARBOUR EXPLAINED 
FOUR MAIN POINTS OF PROPOSALS: A) RECOMMEND TO CONGRESS 
THAT 620(X) I.E. EMBARGO BE REMOVED; B) RECOMMEND DOLS 175 
MILLION FMS AUTHORITY FOR FY 1979; C) RECOMMEND SECURITY 
SUPPORTING ASSISTANCE LOAN FOR FY 79 OF DOLS 50 MILLION; 
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AND D) RENEGOTIATE NEW DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH 
TURKEY. 

3. BARBOUR EXPLAINED THAT THE TURKISH REACTION TO THESE 
PROPOSALS HAD BEEN POSITIVE AND THAT THE DETAILS OF WHAT 
WE SAY AND WHEN ARE STILL TO BE WORKED OUT. IT APPEARED 
THAT WE WOULD PROBABLY MAKE A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT PRIOR TO 

THE APRIL 6 HEARINGS. 

4. BARBOUR COMMENTED THAT THE DECISION TO RENEGOTIATE THE 
DCA WAS IN PART MADE IN RESPONSE TO PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT'S 
COMMENTS TO THE SECRETARY TO THE EFFECT THAT THE CURRENT 
DCA NEEDS TO BE UPDATED. MORE IMPORTANTLY. WHILE WE BE- 
LIEVE THAT THE DCA MIGHT HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE HOUSE 
THERE ARE DOUBTS REGARDING ITS PASSAGE BY THE SENATE. 

BEARING IN MIND THE CLOSE CALL ON THE PANANA CANAL, WE WANT 
TO PUSH HARD ONLY IF WE FEEL WE CAN TO BE SURE OF BEING 
ABLE TO WIN. BARBOUR EXPLAINED SOME OF THE CHANGES IN 
CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDES OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS ESPECIALLY 
THE INCREASING OBIECTION TO MULTIYEAR FINANCIAL COMMIT- 
MENTS, AS REVEALED IN CONGRESSIONAL CONSIDERATION OF AGREE- 
MENTS RELATING TO THE PHILIPPINES AND SPAIN. 

5. ESENBEL’S REACTION WAS POSITIVE AND HE WAS OBVIOUSLY 
PLEASED TO HAVE A FULL AND FRANK BRIEFING SO PROMPTLY. HE 
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AGAIN REPEATED HIS PAST VIEW THAT IF THE ADMINISTRATION 
WILL PUSH THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO IN THE CONGRESS IT 
CAN BE PASSED. HE MENTIONED THE GENERAL DESIRE OF THE 
TURKISH MILITARY FOR THE VERY TYPE OF LONG-TERM COMMITMENT 
THAT CONGRESS IN GENERAL DOES NOT NOW FAVOR, BUT ALSO 
STATED THAT HE REALIZED AS A PRACTICAL MATTER SUCH COMMIT- 
MENTS WERE OFTEN SUBJECT TO CHANGE AS THE LESSON OF THE 
EMBARGO HAD CLEARLY ILLUSTRATED. FOR THIS REASON, THE AM- 
BASSADOR STATED HE DID NOT TEND TO GIVE THE DCA THE OVER- 
RIDING PRIORITY THAT MANY OF HIS COMPATRIOTS DID. HE ALSO 
OBSERVED THAT ADMINISTRATION PROPOSAL SEEMED MORE IN LINE 
WITH ECEVIT'S PREFERENCES, I.E. TO FIRST REPEAL EMBARGO AND 
THEN RENEGOTIATE DCA. COOPER 
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